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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 10/14/2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-22, 26 and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 6,009,464 by Hamilton et al. 

In claim 1, Hamilton teaches about an application provision system for use in a server, 
the server (Fig 2, 130) being connected to a network through a communication link (Fig 2, 210), 
the network comprises at least one client (Fig 2, 120) and at least one server (Fig 2, 100), the 
application provision system for providing a requested application to a client, the application 
provision system comprising (Fig 6) (Col 4, lines 25-35) (Col 6, lines 30-40): 
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a server resident process "skeletons" for controlling the application provision system and 
providing a requested application to a client (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5) (Col 6, lines 10-20); 
and 

client-server functionality "stub" deliverable to the client "download code 460" , the 
client-server functionality communicating with the server resident process through a 
communication pipe (the logical communication that take place between stubs and skeletons), 
and interacting directly with an operating system resident on the client, the communication pipe 
being a part of the communication link (Fig 1) (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5) (Col 6, lines 35-55). 
The operating system solely controls the operation that governs the way the RAM (Fig 1, 80) is 
utilized. To execute the download code (stubs) in RAM, there has to be a direct interaction 
between Stubs and the operating system. As the operating system provides the needed space in 
memory that is required for the Stubs to be executed. 

In claim 2, Hamilton teaches about an application provision system according to claim 1 
wherein the server resident process includes a common gateway interface (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, 
line 5) (Col 5, lines 40-50). The Common Gateway Interface is a subset of the skeletons that 
applies to an internet browser. 

In claim 3, Hamilton teaches about an application provision system according to claim 1 
wherein the client server functionality is a platform independent executable program "Java 
language" attached to a web page (Col 5, lines 40-50). 
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In claim 4, Hamilton teaches about an application provision system according to claim 3 
wherein the platform independent executable program is a Java applet (Col 5, lines 40-50). 

In claim 5, Hamilton teaches about an application provision system for use in a server 
(Fig 2, 130), the server being through a communication link (Fig 2, 210), the network comprises 
at least one client (Fig 2, 120) and at least one server (Fig 2, 130), the cHent comprising an 
operating system and a browser "Netscape Navigator", the application provision system 
comprising (Fig 6) (Col 4, lines 25-35) (Col 5, lines 40-50) (Col 6, lines 30-40): 

a server resident process, controlling the appUcation provision system and being able to 
respond to queries (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5) (Col 6, lines 10-20); 

a file deliverable to the client, the file including a platform independent executable 
program "Java" and parameter information (Col 5, lines 50-65) (Col 6, lines 10-20); and 

a communication pipe (the logical communication that take place between stubs and 
skeletons using internet) within the communications link for providing communications (Col 4, 
line 65-Col 5, line 5) (Col 5, lines 40-50); 

the platform independent executable program communicating with between the server 
resident process through the communication pipe and interacting directly with the operating 
system of the client such that the server resident process is able to perform operations within the 
operating system of the cUent (Fig 1) (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5) (Col 6, lines 35-55). The 
operating system solely controls the operation that governs the way the RAM (Fig 1, 80) is 
utilized. To execute the download code (stubs) in RAM, there has to be a direct interaction 
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between Stubs and the operating system. As the operating system provides the needed space in 
memory that is required for the Stubs to be executed. 

In claim 6, Hamilton teaches about an application provision system according to claim 5 
further comprising a database comprising information for the locating of files associated with an 
application that can be installed on the client (Col 7, lines 35-50). The operation of linking a 
specific request to a particular code is consistent with the operation of a database. 

In claim 7, Hamilton teaches about an application provision system according to claim 5 
wherein the application provision system further comprises; 

at least one file associated with at least one application wherein the application is 
installable on the client (Col 7, lines 35-50); and 

at least one web page for downloading to the browser located on the client (Col 7, lines 

29-35). 

In claim 8, Hamilton teaches about an application provision system according to claim 5 
wherein the file deliverable to the client includes a Java applet (Col 5, lines 55-65). 

In claim 9, Hamilton teaches about an application provision system according to claim 5 
wherein the server resident processes includes a common gateway interface (Col 4, line 65 -Col 
5, line 5) (Col 5, lines 40-50). The Common Gateway Interface is a subset of the skeletons that 
applies to an internet browser. 
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In claim 10, Hamilton teaches about an application provision system according to claim 5 
wherein the server resident process, client deliverable file and at least one file associated with the 
at least one application are located on the same server (Col 7, lines 15-25). 

In claim 1 1 Hamilton teaches about an application provision system according to claim 5 
wherein the server resident process, client deliverable file and at least one file associated with the 
at least one application are located on different servers that are both element of the same network 
(Col 5, lines 50-60). 

In claim 12, Hamilton teaches about an web page for delivery from a server to a browser 
operating on a client (Col 7, lines 25-35), the server "document server" and the client "potential 
end user" being connected to a network through a communication link (over the internet) , the 
network comprising at least one client and at least one server, the server comprising server 
resident processes "skeletons" controlling automatic provisioning of an application (Col 7, lines 
25-35) (Col 7, lines 55-65), the web page for use in a system for the automatic provisioning of 
the application to the client, the web page comprising (Col 7, lines 25-50): 

a platform independent executable program communicating with the server resident 
processes through a communication pipe (the logical communication that take place between 
stubs and skeletons), and interacting directly with an operating system resident on the client, the 
communication pipe being a part of the communication link (Fig 1) (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5) 
(Col 6, lines 35-55). The operating system solely controls the operation that governs the way the 
RAM (Fig 1, 80) is utilized. To execute the download code (stubs) in RAM, there has to be a 
direct interaction between Stubs and the operating system. As the operating system provides the 
needed space in memory that is required for the Stubs to be executed. 
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In claim 13, Hamilton teaches about a web page according to claim 12 wherein the 
platform independent executable program is a Java applet (Col 5, lines 40-50). 

In claim 14, Hamilton teaches about a method of providing a requested application from 
a server to a client by an application provision system, the method comprising the steps of (Col 
6, lines 1-25): 

providing a first web page "document" to a client, the first web page containing at least 
one link associated with a document (Col 7, lines 30-40); 

receiving a request for "selects button 590" the document by a server resident process, 
from a client (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5) (Col 7, lines 35-45); 

providing a second web page to a client, the second web page having client server 
functionality the client-server communicating with the server resident process through a 
communication pipe, and interacting directly with an operating system resident on the client and 
requesting an application to access the requested document (Col 7, lines 45-65); and 

providing the requested application to the client wherein the requested application 
allows the client to access the requested document "online ordering system" (Col 7, lines 45-55). 

In claim 15, Hamilton teaches about a method of providing a requested application 
according to claim 14 wherein the step of providing the application provides the entire 
application to the client (Col 7, lines 40-50). All that is needed to access the online ordering 
system. 
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In claim 16, Hamilton teaches about an method of providing a requested application 
according to claim 14 wherein the step of providing the application provides selected files 
associated with the application to the client to update an existing instance of the application on 
the chent (Col 6, lines 1-15). 

In claim 17, Hamilton teaches about a method of receiving a requested application from a 
server to a client by an application provision system, the method comprising the steps of (Fig 1) 
(Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5) (Col 6, lines 35-55): 

receiving a first web page from a server, the first web page containing at least one link 
associated with a document (Col 6, lines 1-15) (Col 5, lines 40-50); 

providing a request the document to a server resident process, from a client (Col 6, lines 

10-20); 

receiving a second web page fi'om a server, the second web page having client 
server the client-server communicating with the server resident process through a 
communication pipe, and interacting directly with an operating system resident on the client and 
requesting an application to access the requested document (Fig 1) (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5) 
(Col 6, lines 35-55). The operating system solely controls the operation that governs the way the 
RAM (Fig 1, 80) is utilized. To execute the download code (stubs) in RAM, there has to be a 
direct interaction between Stubs and the operating system. As the operating system provides the 
needed space in memory that is required for the Stubs to be executed; and 
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receiving the requested application from the server wherein the requested appUcation 
allows the client to access the requested document (Col 6, lines 20-30). 

In claim 18, Hamilton teaches about a method of receiving a requested application 
according to claim 17 wherein the step of receiving the application receives the entire application 
from the client (Col 6, lines 20-25). 

In claim 19, Hamilton teaches about an method of receiving a requested application 
according to claim 17 wherein the step of receiving the appUcation receives selected files 
associated with the application from the server to update an existing instance of the application 
on the cUent (Col 6, lines 5-15). 

In claim 20, Hamilton teaches about an method for providing a requested application by a 
server to a client connected to a network through a communication link, the network 
comprising at least one client and at least one server, the at least server comprising at least one 
web page for downloading by the at least one client (Col 5, lines 40-50) (Col 6, lines 1-15), the 
method comprising the steps of: 

providing client-server fiinctionality "Stubs" and a server resident process "skeletons" on 
a server (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5); 

delivering the client-server functionality to the cUent during the downloading of a web 
page to which the client-server fiinctionality is attached the client-server fiinctionality interacting 
directly with an operating system resident on the client (Fig 1) (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5) (Col 
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6, lines 35-55). The operating system solely controls the operation that govems the way the 
RAM (Fig 1, 80) is utilized. To execute the download code (stubs) in RAM, there has to be a 
direct interaction between Stubs and the operating system. As the operating system provides the 
needed space in memory that is required for the Stubs to be executed. 

receiving a request for an application from the client, through the client-server 
functionality the client-server functionality communicating with the server resident process 
through communication pipe, the communication pipe being part of the conamunication link, the 
network (Fig 1) (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5) (Col 6, lines 35-55); and 

providing by way of the server resident process the requested application to the client, 
through the client-server functionaUty (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5). 

hi claim 21, Hamilton teaches about a method of automatic provisioning_of a requested 
application from a server to a client (Col 7, lines 25-45); 

the server and the client being connected to a network, the network including at least one 
client and at least one server, the client operating a browser and an operating system, the method 
comprising the steps of (Col 7, lines 25-45): 

downloading a first web page containing at least one link, the link, being associated with 
a document, by the client from the server to which the client is connected and in communications 
through a communication link (Col 7, lines 30-35); 

selecting the link on the downloaded first web page (Col 7, hnes 35-45); 
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downloading a second web page by the client from the server the second web page 
comprising wherein-a platform independent executable program; opening a new window of the 
browser operating on the client (Col 7, lines 40-50); 

opening a new window of the browser operating on the client (Col 7, lines 40-50); 

invoking the platform independent executable program the platform independent 
executable program interacting directly with the operating system of the client (Col 7, lines 40- 
45); 

invoking at least one server resident process^ the server resident process communicating 
with the client-server functionality through a communication pipe the communication pipe being 
part of the communication link (Col 4, line 65-Col 5, line 5); 

scanning the client, by the platform independent executable program to determine if the 
requested application is installed on the client (Col 6, lines 10-20); 

providing the requested application to the chent if the requested apphcation is not 
installed on the client; and invoking the requested application (Col 6, lines 10-20); and 

invoking the requested application (Col 6, lines 20-25). 

In claim 22, Hamilton teaches about an method according to claim 21 further comprising 
the step of providing code which allows the performance of secure operations within the 
operating system of the client (Col 7, lines 25-55). Online transaction requires security and is 
implied by the online system returning an acknowledgement signal. 

In claim 26, Hamilton teaches about a method of automatically Provisioning a requested 
application from a server to a client; the server and client being are elements of a network 
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connected through a communication link the client operating a browser and an operating system, 
the method comprising the steps of (Fig 6) (Col 7, lines 25-45) (Col 6, lines 30-40): 

providing a first web page to the client, the first web page having a link, the link being 
associated with a document wherein the document is accessible with the requested appHcation 
(Col 7, Hnes 30-35); 

receiving a request for a second web page by way of the client selecting the link 
associated with the document (Col 7, lines 35-45); 

providing the second web page to the client, the second web page comprising a platform 
independent executable program, the platform independent executable program interacting 
directly with the operating system of the clients (Col 7, lines 40-50); 

receiving communications firom the platform independent executable program through a 
communication pipe, the communication pipe being part of the communication link that 
invoking a server resident process (Col 4, line 65 -Col 5, line 5); 

invoking a server resident process (Col 6, lines 10-25); 

communicating with the platform independent executable program located on the client 
to facilitate determination of whether the requested_application is installed on the client (Col 6, 
lines 10-20); 

providing files associated with the requested appUcation to the client for installation of 
the requested application on the client if the requested application is not installed on the client 
(Col 6, lines 10-20); 

transferring files associated with the requested application to the client for installation of 
the application on the client (Col 6, lines 20-25); and 
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invoking the requested application (Col 6, lines 20-25). 

Claim 30, claims a computer readable memory, that store the instruction for executing the 
method of claim 26 and is rejected for the same reason as claim 26. 

Claim 31, claims an electronic signal that execute the method of claim 26 and is rejected 
for the same reason as claim 26. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 23-25, 27-29 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent No. 6,009,464 by Hamilton et al as applied to claim 21 and 26 above, and further in view 
of US Patent No. 6,701,441 by Balasurbramaniam et al. 

In claim 23, Hamilton teaches about a method according to claim 21 wherein the step of 
providing the requested application on the client comprises the steps of: 

providing a setup executable associated with the requested application by the server to 
the cHent, if the setup executable is absent on the client (Col 6, lines 10-20); 

installing the setup executable file on the client, if the setup executable is absent on the 
client (Col 6, lines 10-20); 

invoking the setup executable file (Col 6, lines 20-25); 
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providing files associated with the requested application by the setup executable files 
from the server to the client (Col 6, lines 10-20); 

installing native components on the client such that the native components do not 
interfere with the operating system of the client (Col 6, lines 20-30); 

but does not explicitly teach about making a request in which the version of the 
application is taken in consideration. The need for interoperability as taught in Hamilton has 
created a need for version control (Col 1, lines 35-45) (Col 2, lines 5-15). As software are 
develop to meet new feature or to improve on old ones version control becomes an issue. 

Balasurbramaniam teaches about an application making a request while taking in 
consideration the version of the application software (Col 11, lines 10-25). It would have been 
obvious for some one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to improve on Hamilton 
invention by using the version control approach of Balasurbramaniam in order to insure 
interoperability despite future soft^vare changes. 

In claim 24, Hamilton combined with Balasurbramaniam, teaches about a method 
according to claim 21 wherein the step of providing the requested application comprises the steps 
of: 

determining if a version of the requested application previously installed on the client is 
the same as a version of the requested application located on the server (Balasurbramaniam Col 
11, lines 10-25); and 
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installing the requested application on the client if the version of the requested 
application installed on the client is not the version of the requested application located on the 
server (Balasurbramaniam Col 1 1, Hnes 50-60). 

In claim 25, Hamilton combined with Balasurbramaniam, teaches about a method 
according to claim 24 wherein the step of determining if the version of the requested_application 
installed on the client is the version that is being requested comprises the steps of 
(Balasurbramaniam Col 11, lines 20-65): 

querying an installation footprint of the installed application on the client to determine a 
location of the files associated with the application installed on the client within a memory of 
the client (Balasurbramaniam Col 11, lines 20-65); 

determining version information for the application installed on the client 
(Balasurbramaniam Col 1 1, lines 20-65); 

transferring the version information of the application installed on the client to the server 
(Balasurbramaniam Col 1 1, lines 20-65); and 

comparing the version information of the application installed on the cUent with version 
information associated with the version of the application located on the server 
(Balasurbramaniam Col 11, lines 20-65). 

In claim 27, Hamilton combined with Balasurbramaniam, teaches about a method 
according to claim 26 wherein the step of providing files comprises the steps of: 



Application/Control Number: 09/76 1 ,433 Page 1 6 

Art Unit: 2144 

providing the setup executable program associated with the requested application by the 
server to the client, if the setup executable does not exist on the client (Hamilton Col 6, lines 10- 
20); 

installing the setup executable program on the client, if the setup executable program 
does not exist on the client (Hamilton Col 6, lines 10-25); 

invoking the setup executable program (Hamilton Col 6, lines 20-25); 

providing files associated with a requested version of the requested application by the 
setup executable program from the server to the client (Covered in claim ); and 

installing native components on the client such that the native components do not 
interfere with the operating system of the client (Hamilton Col 11, lines 50-65). 

In claim 28, Hamilton combined with Balasurbramaniam, teaches about a method 
according to claim 26 wherein the step of providing files comprises the steps of: 

comparing version information of the requested application installed on the client with 
version information of the requested application located on the server if it was determined that 
the requested application was installed_on the client (Balasurbramaniam Col 11, lines 20-65); and 

transferring files associated with the requested application to the client for installation of 
the requested application on the client if the version of the requested application on the client is 
not the same as the version of the application located on the server (Balasurbramaniam Col 11, 
Hnes 20-65). 

In claim 29, Hamilton combined with Balasurbramaniam, teaches about a method 
according to claim 26 wherein the step of providing files comprises the steps of 
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querying an installation footprint of the installed application installed on the client to 
determine a location of files associated with the application installed on the client within a 
memory of the client (Balasurbramaniam Col 11, lines 20-65); 

determining version information for the application installed on the client 
(Balasurbramaniam Col 11, lines 50-65); 

transferring the version information of the application installed on the client to the 
server (Balasurbramaniam Col 11, lines 50-65); and 

comparing the version information of the application installed on 
the client with version information associated with the version of the appUcation located 
on the server (Balasurbramaniam Col 11, lines 20-65). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US Patent No. 5,884,035 by Butman et al, teaches about a dynamic distributed group 
registry apparatus and method for collaboration and selective sharing of information. 

US Patent No. 6,643,679 by Erickson et al, teaches about a WebTx gateway 
preprocessing hook. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael S. A. Delgado whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3926. The examiner can normally be reached on 7.30 AM - 5.30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923 

. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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